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Workshops, Conferences and Webinars

ASBA conducted 23 conferences and workshops in 2015, which provided access to keynote
speakers like Emily Bazelon, Alberto Carvalho, Dr. Cile Chavez, Clay Jenkinson, Shaun
Martin, Claudio Sanchez and Arizona State Historian Marshall Trimble, as well as 95 breakout
sessions on governance, leadership, legal, policy, communications and other topics.

Combined attendance was more than 3,400. The Law Conference again had more than 700
attendees and Summer Leadership Institute reached capacity.

We increased professional development opportunities in 2015 through three webinar series:
a three-part series on legal topics; a four-part series on leadership topics for governing boards
and superintendents; and a four-part series for administrative professionals.

We presented other hour-long webinars on topics including dollars in the classroom,
do’s and don’ts of bonds and overrides, AZMERIT, and the inflation funding lawsuit.

Four online learning modules were developed and made available on ASBA's website.

ASBA conducted more than 75 customized, on-site trainings for individual
boards across Arizona on leadership, governance and legal issues.

We continued to expand our offering of training and facilitation services
to include districtwide strategic planning, mediation services, offerings
based on NSBA's The Key Work of School Boards, and facilitation support.

Inflation Funding Lawsuit

2015 saw litigation, mediation, negotiation of a settlement and, finally, a tentative agreement to
settle the Prop. 301 inflation case (Cave Creek USD, et. al. v. DeWit, et. al.). ASBA led this
seven-year effort from the beginning and worked with our plaintiff partners, Arizona Education
Association and Arizona Association of School Business Officials, to accomplish a milestone
achievement for Arizona public education. Because of our efforts, our members will receive
billions of dollars more in badly needed funding than they would have without those efforts.

Other Legal Advocacy

ASBA was an amicus curiae party in Peoria USD v. McKee in which the main issues were

1) whether the school district provided timely disclosure of public records in a case involving
complex litigation with literally thousands of documents; and 2) whether the judge in the case
used the proper standard in overruling the school board’s discretion involving teacher
termination in the case. On both issues the district prevailed, with ASBA providing critical
statewide perspective on the issues.

ASBA History

A history of the work of ASBA over the past 25 years (1990-2015) has been
completed and is now available online at www.azsba.org/about-asba. A book
chronicling the association’s first 40 years (1949-1989) was published in 1989.







