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Today’s Guests

• Linda Burrows, Program Specialist for Social Studies and 
World Languages, Arizona Department of Education

• Lauren Spenceley, Secondary ELA Specialist at Arizona, 
Department of Education

• Rebecca Gau, Executive Director, Stand for Children-AZ



Diverse Texts – Creating a 
More Inclusive Curriculum

Lauren Spenceley, M.Ed.

Secondary English Language Arts Specialist

Arizona Department of Education



Why diverse texts?

“Mirrors, windows and sliding doors” – Rudine Sims Bishop



Diverse Texts Guidance Doc

https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/secondary-literacy-middlehs


Resources available



Diversifying ELA Texts

From: 

https://secondaryenglishcoffeesh

op.blogspot.com/2020/06/rethink

ing-classics.html?m=1

• ELA teachers can teach the ELA 

standards with any fiction or non-fiction 

text – that’s the beauty of ELA 

standards

• Certain texts have been taught over 

and over – but it’s not required by the 

standards

• We can shake up the traditional canon 

– either by supplementing or replacing

the texts that have been traditionally 

taught

• Guiding questions to help teachers, 

coaches, and curriculum specialists 

make decisions:

https://secondaryenglishcoffeeshop.blogspot.com/2020/06/rethinking-classics.html?m=1


Social Studies
Tools for Embedding Multi-Cultural Perspective into Curriculum



Fordham Study
1. Elementary school students in the U.S. 

spend much more time on ELA than on 
any other subject.

2. Students from less-affluent 
backgrounds, Hispanic students, and 
those attending public schools 
(traditional and charter) spend more 
classroom time on ELA than do other 
students.

3. Increased instructional time in social 
studies – but not in ELA – is associated 
with improved reading ability.

4. The students who benefit the most 
from additional social studies time are 
girls and those from lower-income 
and/or non-English-speaking homes.

https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/social-studies-instruction-and-reading-comprehension


Social Studies
Standards
• SP1: Chronological reasoning 

requires understanding processes 
of change and continuity over 
time, which means assessing 
similarities and differences 
between historical periods and 
between the past and present. 

• SP2: Thinking within the 
discipline involves the ability to 
identify, compare, and evaluate 
multiple perspectives about a 
given event to draw conclusions 
about that event since there are 
multiple points of view about 
events and issues 

What that looks like?

• Primary Sources

• Secondary Sources

• Inquiry – Why did African American’s 
migrate?



How did Native peoples 

survive in a desert?



Introduction 

https://antiracistfuture.org/


Educators want to teach an antiracist curriculum,
but only 11% report getting the professional learning
and support they need.

What We Know

• They don’t know history.

• They have access to really bad materials.

• They teach what they were taught.

• They don't have standards for antiracism.

• If they are white, racist systems may be invisible to 

them.



To stand out as the best source for delivering antiracist professional learning, 

defining what antiracist materials look like, and proving that our approach is 

effective. 

Our Goal

expertise in adult 
learning

expertise in curriculum 
content

scientific 
evaluation

Antiracism isn’t one of many things we’ll do: it’s the only thing.

And, unlike the other entrants into the market, we’re bringing

together 3 essential elements in one organization: 

1 2 3



Maureen Costello

Executive Director

CARE Team

Former Director of Teaching 
Tolerance at the Southern Poverty 

Law Center

Val Brown

Principal Academic Officer

Former professional development 
manager for Teaching Tolerance

Kate Shuster

Research & Evaluation 
Manager

Expert in education policy and 
research methods, former 

manager of Teaching Hard History 
initiative



www.antiracistfuture.org

Antiracist
Principles

Professional 
Development Series

Elementary
Social Studies

https://antiracistfuture.org/


Today’s Guests

• Linda Burrows: 

• Linda.Burrows@azed.gov

• https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/standards-social-

studies

• Lauren Spenceley:

• Lauren.Spenceley@azed.gov
• https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/secondary-literacy-middlehs

• Rebecca Gau: 

• rgau@stand.org
• https://antiracistfuture.org/

• Additional Sites:
• https://www.learningforjustice.org/
• https://azsba.org/about/equity/
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