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Diversity Statement
SUSD Diversity Statement:
Sunnyside Unified School District aims to ensure equitable and inclusive practices reflective of our culturally
diverse and rich community. With a strong emphasis on preparing students to become college, career, and
community ready, we engage in equitable learning opportunities that center identity, purpose, and agency in
ways that sustain the diversity students bring to their learning. Our purpose is to ensure that the community,
families, and every child has an equitable opportunity to learn, belong, and succeed during their time in SUSD.
Responsibilities
Respond to and
handle issues of
discrimination
Provide students
authentic
opportunities to be
involved in decision
making and using
their own agency

What we Value
College, career, and
community ready

Who we Serve
Every child
Community
Families

What we Do

How

Equitable
opportunities to
access rigorous
learning and ensure
culturally sustaining
teachers and school
leaders.
Center student
agency

Ensure equitable
and inclusive
practices around
discipline, ….

SUSD Vision: Every child...College, Career and Community Ready.
SUSD Mission: Our mission is to develop students with a strong sense of identity, purpose and agency,
so that they leave our system as effective learners who act with purpose to achieve the conditions they
desire in their own and others’ lives.
Five Competencies: 1). Knowledge for Learning, 2). Knowledge for Impact, 3). Creative Confidence, 4).
Critical Consciousness, and 5). Self and Systems Awareness.
Example:
Sunnyside Unified School District aims to (Responsibilities) for the community at large. With a strong
emphasis on (what we value), we (what we do). Our purpose is to ensure that (who we serve) have an
equitable opportunity to access and succeed during their time in the district.
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School-Wide Systems of Support for ALL Students
The District’s mission is to develop students with a strong sense of identity, purpose, and agency. The Graduate Profile for the
Sunnyside District includes components to reach the vision: Every Child--College, Career, and Community Ready. One of the areas
of focus in the Graduate Profile is Self and Social Awareness, which includes providing skills for social and emotional
development and values traits, such as assertiveness, conflict resolution, positive self-talk--skills that will also prepare students
for life after high school.

Socio-emotional learning (SEL)
opportunities must be integrated
throughout the school day and also
emphasized for students who need
additional support

Each school is expected to promote a positive school culture and
climate that provides students with a supportive environment in which
to grow both socially and academically. Schools are expected to take a
proactive role in helping students learn and develop not only academic
skills, but also positive social and behavior skills.

Positive Behavior Interventions &
Support (PBIS)

Sunnyside implements a multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) to help
meet the needs of ALL students. In the same way that schools use
tiered systems to support the learning needs of all students, schools
must also implement school-wide systems for the development of
social and behavior skills. School-wide tiered systems of support for
social and behavior skills are referred to as PBIS.

Intervention and Prevention Strategies

Administrators, teachers, academic/behavioral interventionists and
other school staff are expected to engage all students in intervention
and prevention strategies that address a student’s behavior and discuss
these strategies with the student and his/her parent(s).

Relationship Building

William Glasser (2001), in his discussion of Quality Schools and Choice
Theory, stresses the fundamental importance of maintaining good
relationships between teachers and students.
●

●

Progressive Interventions

Glasser proposes that “seven deadly habits” prevent
the establishment of caring relationships between
teachers and students: criticizing, blaming,
complaining, nagging, threatening, punishing, and
rewarding students only to control them or make
them compliant.
According to Glasser, the seven deadly habits that
damage relationships, teachers should give up using
only external controls to make students behave.
Instead, teachers should use behaviors that increase
the connection between them and their students:
caring, listening, supporting, contributing,
encouraging, trusting, and befriending.

Progressive intervention uses interventions to address
inappropriate behavior, with the ultimate goal of teaching
positive social skills and behavior by focusing on the “why”
behind the behavior for both the student and staff providing
support. Progressive Interventions do not seek punishment as
the way to help students develop these skills. Instead,
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progressive interventions are a way for students to learn from
their actions and to be accountable for their behavior.

RED - Tier 3 (also called Tertiary or Intensive Interventions). A FEW students may need more individualized
interventions or additional services to help them be successful. At Tier 3, students receive more intensive,
individualized support to improve their behavioral and academic outcomes. At this level, schools rely on formal
assessments to determine a student’s need.

YELLOW - Tier 2 (also called Secondary or Targeted Interventions). This support is for SOME students who need
additional intervention in learning and developing effective social and behavior skills. Tier 2 practices and
systems support students who are at risk for developing more serious problem behaviors before those behaviors
start. These supports help students develop the skills they need to benefit from core programs at the school.
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GREEN - Tier 1 (also called the Primary or Universal Tier). This intervention is for ALL students in the school and
creates the foundation of PBIS, in which ALL students and staff teach and learn about the expectations of the
entire school—in all settings, including the classroom, hallways, cafeteria, bus, school grounds, etc. Tier 1
practices and systems establish a foundation of regular, proactive support while preventing unwanted behaviors.
Schools provide these universal supports to all students, school-wide.
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Restorative Practices
Restorative Practices is a practice philosophically, not a curriculum or program, rooted
in the belief that wrongdoing is best addressed through collectively identifying the harm done
by one’s actions and taking steps to repair that harm. Restorative Practices focuses on the 5R’s:
relationship, respect, responsibility, repair and reintegration. Restorative Practices, unlike
traditional discipline models, focus to give all parties involved a voice, identify motivation and
impact of action, teach alternative behaviors, repair damage done, and build empathy in an
authentic way.
Students and staff will be engaging in community building through restorative dialogue
and proactive circles in the classroom setting. Students and staff will also be participating in
responsive circles or formal conferences if there are conflicts or harm that needs to be
repaired.
Restorative Practice has been developed with one specific goal in mind; to support and
facilitate the building of healthy relationships through improved communication and personal
development. When individuals have positive relationships with others, there is abundant
personal growth, capacity for character building and a high level achievement in all areas of
life.
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Governing Board Policies
A. The complete Governing Board Manual can be accessed at the Arizona School
Boards Association (ASBA) Policy Bridge. Click on the link below for viewing access to the
complete manual. You may search for specific policies through the name of the policy or
through a keyword. You do not need to enter a password to search for policies.
https://azsba.org/policybridge/
B. Please note that revisions and additions to Board policies are made as an ongoing
process, through changes brought about by new legislation and/or specific needs of the
District. Changes in any Board policies are reflected in the Policy Bridge once they have been
reviewed and approved by the Governing Board and the Superintendent.
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Overview to Appendices
A.

The District Handbook of Standards of Interventions and Discipline Measures contains the
following appendices:
1. Appendix I provides information on mandatory and required reports to law
enforcement. In addition, Appendix I provides Definitions of Student Conduct
Violations, with additional reminders about mandatory and required reports to law
enforcement.
2. Appendix II of the District Handbook provides the Student Discipline Matrix for
Conduct Violations, a guide to the probable disciplinary measures that may be taken in
the event of student misbehavior. The Student Discipline Matrix also indicates those
violations that must be reported to law enforcement.
3. REMINDER!! The Student Discipline Matrices have been developed as a guide. The
totality of the situation must be considered before law enforcement is contacted or
consequences are given. See Factors in Student Discipline below. Out-of-school
suspensions will not be allowed as an initial consequence without documented
previous interventions, unless the violations are very serious—online options may be
used for OSS.

B.

Absence of a specific behavior from the list of student conduct violations does not preclude
disciplinary action from being taken, nor does it imply limitations to the disciplinary action.

C.

Factors in Student Discipline
In determining how to best address inappropriate conduct, it is necessary to evaluate all the
circumstances surrounding the conduct. The following facts must be considered
before determining the appropriate disciplinary measures:
1. the student’s age and maturity;
2. the student’s disciplinary record (including the nature of any prior misconduct, the
number of prior instances of misconduct, and the disciplinary and guidance
intervention measures applied for each);
3. the nature, severity and scope of the behavior;
4. the circumstances/context in which the conduct occurred;
5. the frequency and duration of the behavior;
6. the number of persons involved in the behavior;
7. the student’s IEP (Individualized Education Plan), BIP (Behavioral Intervention Plan), and
504 Accommodation Plan, if applicable.
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APPENDIX I

MANDATORY REPORTING, REQUIRED
REPORTING, AND DEFINITIONS OF STUDENT
CONDUCT VIOLATIONS
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I.

Mandatory Reporting, Required Reporting and Definitions of Student Conduct Violations
A. School districts are required to report specific types of conduct violations to the Arizona
Department of Education (ADE). Some violations result in a mandatory report to law
enforcement, and others are required reports to law enforcement.

B. Mandatory Reporting
1. Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 13-3620 requires that any District employee
immediately report if the employee believes that a minor (under 18) has been a
victim of the following:
a) Child abuse/non-accidental physical injury
b) Neglect, or
c) A reportable sex offense
2. Making a mandatory report to a Law Enforcement Officer (LEO) is a “safe
harbor” and complies with the law in all cases.
a) If a non-emergency, notify Director of Security to provide a School
Resource Officer
3. The time frame for mandatory reporting is “immediately,” with the expectation
being that it takes place within no longer than 15 minutes from the time the
employee has become aware of the situation.
4. An administrator may make the report to the SRO or the off-duty police officer if
available. Do not leave a phone message.
5. School personnel will not contact parents prior to making the mandatory report.
This is left up to law enforcement.
C. Mandatory Reporting for Child Abuse
1. Child Abuse means causing physical injury other than by accident, specifically
intending the act or with the intent to do harm.
2. Physical injury includes skin bruising (not just a red mark), bleeding, burns or
fracture of any bone.
D. Mandatory Reporting for Neglect
1. Neglect is the most difficult form of child abuse to determine.
2. Neglect includes a parent, guardian or custodian of a child being unwilling or
unable to provide supervision, food, clothing, shelter or medical care IF there is
a substantial risk of harm to the child’s health or welfare—usually persistent
over time.
E. Mandatory Reporting for Reportable Sex Offenses
1. These Sex Offenses involve the touching of the vagina, penis, anus, or female
breast. This includes touching, fondling, oral contact or penetration.
2. Touching can be made over the clothing.
3. Sex offenses can be minor-to-minor, minor-to-adult or adult-to-minor.
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F. Sexual Conduct Between Teenagers
1. A mandatory report is NOT required if:
a) The sexual conduct is consensual AND both parties are 14 through 17; or
b) If one person is 18 years of age AND is no more than 24 months older
than the minor; or
c) If the adult is 19 years old AND in high school AND no more than 24
months older than the minor.
G. Sexual Comments by One Minor to Another Minor
1. A mandatory report is recommended if a young child is making explicit sexual
remarks, because it may be that there is abuse at home. A welfare check is
recommended.
2. Students smacking someone on the butt or students kicking each other in the
groin area does not require mandatory reporting. These actions can constitute
sexual harassment and are addressed at the site and with the parents, using the
Discipline Matrix as a guide--(see Policy ACA: Sexual Harassment)
H. Other Reportable Sex Offenses
1. Indecent Exposure is reported if there has been exposing a minor to another
person’s penis, anus, vagina, female breast or to a sex act.
2. Furnishing harmful items to minors: sending through the Internet to a minor a
description or depiction of nudity or sexual activity---can include sexting.
3. Surreptitiously photographing, videotaping or filming a minor while the minor is
in a private place and going to the bathroom, dressing, undressing, is nude or is
involved in sexual contact.
II.

Required Reports to Law Enforcement (does not include mandatory reports for sex
offenses and child abuse)
A. Illegal Drugs (does not include alcohol): Administrator or designee must immediately
report when observing or learning of the following:
1. Sale or transfer of marijuana, peyote, prescription drugs, dangerous drugs or
narcotic drugs in a drug-free school zone.
2. Possession or use of marijuana, peyote, dangerous drugs or narcotic drugs in a
drug-free school zone. This does not include prescription drugs.
3. This does not include possession of drug paraphernalia—unless drug residue is
clearly visible.
4. Penalty for failing to report the above is a class 3 misdemeanor.
B. Aggravated assault resulting in serious physical injury
1. Serious physical injury includes injury that creates a reasonable risk of death,
causes serious and permanent disfigurement, serious impairment of health, or
loss/protracted impairment of an organ or limb.
2. “Governing Board” reports—no penalty for failing to report.
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C. Aggravated assault involving the discharge or use of a deadly weapon
1. A “deadly weapon” means anything designed for lethal use—including a
firearm.
2. “Governing Board” reports—no penalty for failing to report.
D. Aggravated assault involving the threatening exhibition of a deadly weapon or
dangerous item
1. “Dangerous instrument” means anything that—in the circumstances in which it
was used--attempting to or threatening to be used--is readily capable of causing
death or serious physical injury.
2. This violation does not include using the threat only (“I am going to get a
gun”)—the person must have exhibited the weapon or item.
3. “Governing Board” reports—no penalty for failing to report
E. Possession of a deadly weapon on school grounds
1. School personnel must report to an administrator/designee, who must
immediately report to law enforcement.
2. No penalty for failing to report.
F. Possession of a firearm by a minor
1. “Firearm” means any loaded or unloaded handgun, pistol, revolver, rifle,
shotgun or other weapon which will or is designed to or may be readily
converted to expel a projectile by the action of expanding gases.
2. This does not include a firearm in a permanently inoperable condition.
G. Any conduct that poses a threat of death or serious physical injury to employees,
students or anyone on school property
1. Determine the person’s conduct and do a threat assessment.
2. A student saying, “I am going to kill you may not be enough.”
3. “Governing Board” reports.
4. No penalty for failing to report.
H. Gang activity
1. No requirement to report to law enforcement, unless the conduct fits the
conduct described in another section that requires a report.
I. Arson of an occupied structure
1. Knowingly causing a fire or an explosion of a structure or property requires a
report.
2. Recklessly causing a fire or explosion—does not require a report. Note the
difference between knowing and reckless.
J. Armed robbery
1. Required report
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K. Burglary in the first degree
1. Burglary in the first degree requires use or possession of explosives, deadly
weapon or dangerous instrument.
2. Other types of burglary and theft do not require a report to law enforcement. A
report is up to the discretion of the District.
L. Kidnapping
1. Required report
M. First and second-degree murder and manslaughter
1. Required report

Review the Mandatory Reporting presentation by legal counsel
Mandatory Reporting Presentation
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DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT VIOLATIONS: The following categories and
definitions are aligned with the Arizona Safety Accountability for Education (AZ SAFE)
system.
1.1

Aggression
A. Aggravated assault (A.R.S. §13-1204): A person commits aggravated assault if the
person commits assault as defined in A.R.S. §13-1203 under any of the following
circumstances: (1) If the person causes serious physical injury to another; (2) If the
person uses a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument; (3) If the person commits the
assault after entering the private home of another with the intent to commit the
assault; (4) If the person is eighteen years of age or older and commits the assault upon
a child the age of fifteen years or under; (5) If the person commits the assault knowing
or having reason to know that the victim is a peace officer, or a person summoned and
directed by the officer while engaged in execution of any official duties; (6) If the person
commits the assault knowing or having reason to know the victim is a teacher or other
person employed by any school, and the teacher or other employee is upon the
grounds of a school or grounds adjacent to the school or is in any part of a building or
vehicle used for school purposes, or any teacher or school nurse visiting a private home
in the course of the teacher’s or nurse’s professional duties, or any teacher engaged in
any authorized and organized classroom activity held on other than school grounds.
B. Assault (A.R.S. §13-1203): A person commits assault by: (1) Intentionally, knowingly, or
recklessly causing any physical injury to another person; or (2) Intentionally placing
another person in reasonable apprehension of imminent physical injury; or (3)
Knowingly touching another person with the intent to injure, insult or provoke such
person.
C. Disorderly Conduct: (13-2904) A person commits disorderly conduct if, with the
intent to disturb the peace or quiet of a neighborhood, family or person, or with
knowledge of doing so, such a person: (1) Engages in fighting, violent or serious
disruptive behavior; or (2) Makes unreasonable noise; or (3) Uses abusive or offensive
language or gestures to any person present in a manner likely to provoke immediate
physical retaliation by such person; or (4) makes any protracted commotion, utterance
or display with the intent to prevent the transaction of the business of a lawful
meeting, gathering or procession; or (5) Refuses to obey a lawful order to disperse
issued to maintain public safety in dangerous proximity to a fire, a hazard or any other
emergency; or (6) Recklessly handles, displays, or discharges a deadly weapon or
dangerous instrument (Possession of a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument must
also be reported as a weapon violation to ADE and to local law enforcement
D. Endangerment (13-1201): A person commits endangerment by recklessly endangering
another person with a substantial risk of imminent death or physical injury. A student
shall not engage in conduct that endangers, or reasonably appears to endanger, the
health and safety of the student, his classmates, school employees, or other persons.
● A student shall not endanger self or others through reckless driving.
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E. Fighting: Mutual participation in an incident involving physical violence, where there
may be various levels of injury. Verbal confrontation alone does not constitute fighting.
● If a fight results in serious injury, it will be treated as a serious violation; it may
also be treated as Assault.
● See requirements for reporting to law enforcement, if there is bruising,
bleeding, burns, or fracture of any bone.
F. Minor Aggressive Act: Student engages in a non-serious but inappropriate physical
contact, such as hitting, poking, pulling, or pushing. Other behaviors that may be
considered under this violation are running in the building, hallways, or corridors,
pulling a chair out from underneath another person, or other behaviors that
demonstrate low level hostile behaviors.
G. Recklessness: Unintentional, careless behavior that may pose a safety or health risk for
others (Also see Endangerment), or may result in property damage (such as a computer,
laptop, etc.).
● Horseplay: Rough boisterous play; roughhousing
● Horseplay with injury: Rough boisterous play or roughhousing that results in
injury. See
requirements for reporting to law enforcement, if there is
bruising, bleeding, burns, or fracture of any bone—other than by accident, or if
there was evidence of intent to do harm.
H. Verbal Provocation: Use of language or gestures that may incite another person or
other people to fight.
I. Other Aggression: Other violations as defined by school policy. Gang activity and
gang-like behavior will be coded by school officials in the category of Other Aggression.
J. Gang Activity (JICF):
The district will not tolerate any form of gang
activity—promoting or recruiting gang activity is a Level IV Violation.
● Gang Activity—Promoting/Recruiting: Participating in or assisting a criminal
syndicate; leading or participating in a criminal street gang; intentionally
organizing, managing, directing, supervising, or financing a criminal syndicate
with the intent to promote or further the criminal objectives of the syndicate.
● This definition also includes intimidation of others for the purpose of recruiting
membership in the gang.
i. Students shall not participate in the active recruitment of others
into criminal street gangs.
ii. Students shall not promote criminal gang behavior and shall not
incite, induce, or intimidate others to take part in criminal gang
behavior.
iii. Students shall not promote the interest of a criminal street gang.
iv. Illegal Organizations/Secret Societies (JICF)
v. To promote the interest of a criminal street gang, syndicate, or
racketeering enterprise.
● Gang activity--imitation, gang-like behaviors or gang-like clothing, expressions,
or artifacts: Displaying any gang-like behaviors, including congregating in
specific areas for the purpose of “claiming turf;” wearing, carrying, or displaying
gang paraphernalia, including bandanas, graffiti, using or drawing hand signs or
symbols, or lingo, and/or claiming membership or affiliation. Any clothing or
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objects that are gang-related or associated with gangs are not allowed. Local
law enforcement officials indicate that certain types of dress contribute to gang
association and violence.
● The following types of clothing are regulated as gang-related (per
administration and subject to change as deemed necessary):
i. Pants/shorts must fit properly, without alterations.
ii. Sagging or excessively baggy pants/shorts are not acceptable
iii. No hair nets, bandanas, do rags/wave caps or nylon stocking caps
iv. No altered or initialized belt buckle
v. No red, blue, brown, green, belts/shoe laces or altered webbed
belts. Belt should not drape
vi. Pants and shorts must stay up without a belt.
1.2

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs
A. Alcohol Violation: The violation of laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture,
sale, purchase, transportation, possession, or use of intoxicating alcoholic beverages or
substances represented as alcohol. This includes being intoxicated at school,
school-sponsored events and on school-sponsored transportation.
B. Drug Violation: The unlawful use, cultivation, manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase,
possession, sharing, transportation or importation of any controlled drug or narcotic
substance or equipment and devices used for preparing or taking drugs or narcotics.
This includes being under the influence of drugs at school, school-sponsored events and
on school-sponsored transportation. This category includes over-the-counter
medications if abused by the student. This category does not include tobacco or
alcohol.
The following are included in the category of Drug Violation:
● Inhalants, prescription drugs (inappropriate use of), over-the-counter drugs
(inappropriate use of)
● Illicit Drugs, including, but not limited to ecstasy, cocaine or crack,
hallucinogens, heroin, marijuana, meth-amphetamines, and other illicit drugs
● Any other substance that causes impairment or mind alteration such as
synthetic marijuana and related substances—including K2, Spice, and other
names, including “vaping” cigarettes or oils that are laced with cannabis or
synthetics.
● Drug Paraphernalia
● Any other substance represented as an illicit drug.
C. Tobacco Violation: The possession, use, distribution or sale of tobacco products on
school grounds, at school-sponsored events, and on school-sponsored transportation.
Electronic cigarettes, “vaping” sticks, and hookah sticks are included in this category. A
person who knowingly sells, gives or furnishes cigars, cigarettes or cigarette papers,
electronic cigarettes, smoking or chewing tobacco, to a minor, and a minor who buys, or
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has in his/her possession or knowingly accepts or receives from any person, cigars,
cigarettes or cigarette papers, smoking or chewing tobacco of any kind, is guilty of a
petty offense A.R.S. §13-3622.
1.3

Arson
A. Arson of a structure or property (A.R.S. §13-1703): A person commits arson of a
structure or property by knowingly and unlawfully damaging a structure or property by
causing a fire or explosion.
B. Arson of an occupied structure (A.R.S. §13-1704): A person commits arson of an
occupied structure by knowingly and unlawfully damaging an occupied structure by
knowingly causing a fire or explosion.
● Occupied structure means any structure in which one or more human beings
either is or is likely to be present or so near as to be in equivalent danger at the
time the fire or explosion occurs. The term includes any dwelling, house,
whether occupied, unoccupied, or vacant.
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1.4

Attendance Policy Violation: Violation of state, school district, or school policy
relating to attendance.
A. Leaving school grounds without permission: Leaving school grounds or being in an
“out-of-bounds” area during regular school hours without permission of the principal or
principal designee. Students who leave without permission create a serious legal
liability problem for the district.
B. Tardy: Arriving at school or class after the scheduled start time.
C. Truancy/Ditching/Skipping Class: A child who is habitually truant or who has excessive
absences may be adjudicated an incorrigible child as defined in A.R.S. §8-201.
Absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds ten
percent of the number of required attendance days (see also Leaving school grounds
without permission). It is not recommended that students be suspended out of school
for absences or truancy—other interventions shall be utilized.
● This definition also includes the actions of a student not reporting to his/her
assigned class, but who is still on campus.
● Habitually truant means a truant child who is truant for at least five school days
within a school year.
● Truant means an unexcused absence for at least one class period during the day.
● Truant Child means a child who is between the ages of six and sixteen and who
is not in attendance at a public or private school during the hours that school is
in session, unless the child is excused.
D. Unexcused absence: When a student is not in attendance for an entire day and does
not have an acceptable excuse.
E. Other attendance violation: Defined by school policy. This category will be used to
record truancy at the level that is required for truancy citation and/or county court
referral.

1.5

Harassment, Threat, and Intimidation

Note: If the violation is known to be Bullying or Hazing, it will be recorded as such.
However, the specific behavior violation should be recorded, such as Threats. If the
harassment or intimidation is of a sexual nature, it will be recorded under Sexual Offenses as
Harassment, Sexual.
● Note that depending on the specific violation, it may result in a mandatory or
required report.
A. Bullying: Bullying is repeated acts over time that involve a real or perceived imbalance
of power with the more powerful child or group attacking those who are less powerful.
Bullying can be physical in form (e.g. pushing, hitting, kicking, spitting, stealing); verbal
(e.g. making threats, taunting, teasing, name-calling); or psychological (e.g. social
exclusion, spreading rumors, manipulating social relationships).
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● Bullying includes being made fun of; being the subject of rumors; being
threatened with harm; being pushed, shoved, tripped, or spit on; being
pressured into doing things [one] did not want to do; excluded; and having
property destroyed on purpose.
● Bullying includes the use of technology or electronic means (e.g. Facebook,
YouTube, email, text messaging, etc.). This is referred to as “Cyber-bullying”,
which involves posting hurtful information about another person on the
Internet; making unwanted contact by threatening or insulting.
B. Harassment, Nonsexual: (A.R.S. §13-2921): A person commits harassment if, with
intent to harass or with knowledge that the person is harassing another person does
any of the following: (1) Anonymously or otherwise communicates or causes a
communication with another person by verbal, electronic, mechanical, telegraphic,
telephonic or written means in a manner that harasses; (2) Continues to follow another
person in or about a public place for no legitimate purpose after being asked to desist
(stop); (3) Repeatedly commits an act or acts that harass another person; (4) Surveils or
causes another person to surveil a person for no legitimate purpose; (5) On more than
one occasion makes a false report to law enforcement, credit or social service agency.
● Defamation: Defamatory words or materials are those that are false and expose
a person to hatred, contempt, ridicule, disgust, or an equivalent reaction or are
false and have a tendency to impugn a person’s occupation, business, or office.
A student shall not use defamatory or obscene words or phrases, or distribute
defamatory or obscene materials.
C. Hazing: (A.R.S. §15-2301): Any intentional, knowing, or reckless act committed by a
student, whether individually or in concern with other persons, against another
student, and in which both of the following apply: (1) the act was committed in
connection with an initiation into, an affiliation with or the maintenance of
membership in any organization that is affiliated with an educational institution; (2) The
act contributes to a substantial risk of potential physical injury, mental harm or
degradation or causes physical injury, mental harm or personal degradation.
● Organization means an athletic team, association, order, society, corps,
cooperative, club or other similar group that is affiliated with an educational
institution and whose membership consists primarily of students enrolled at
that educational institution.
D. Threat or Intimidation: When a person indicates by word or conduct the intent to
cause significant physical injury or serious damage to a person or his/her property. A
person commits threatening or intimidating if the person threatens or intimidates by
word or conduct:
a. To cause physical injury to another person or serious damage to the property of
another; or
b. To cause, or in reckless disregard to causing, serious public inconvenience
including but not limited to, evacuation of a building, place of assembly or
transportation facility; or
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c. To cause physical injury to another person or damage to the property of another
in order to promote, further or assist in the interest of or to cause, induce or
solicit another person to participate in a criminal street gang, a criminal
syndicate or a racketeering enterprise.
d. These violations include using district property or any electronic means on
campus to severely threaten or intimidate.
Note: Promoting gang activity is treated as a Level 1 Violation in the Sunnyside District.
1.6

Homicide
A. Homicide: Includes first degree murder, second degree murder, manslaughter or negligent
homicide. Intentionally or recklessly causing the death of another person.
B. This is a required report to law enforcement.

1.7

Kidnapping
A. Kidnapping: A person commits kidnapping by knowingly restraining another person with the
intent to: (1) Hold the victim for ransom, as a shield or hostage; or (2) Hold the victim for
involuntary servitude; or (3) Inflict death, physical injury or a sexual offense on the victim, or to
otherwise aid in the commission of a felony; or (4) Place the victim or a third person in
reasonable apprehension of imminent physical injury to the victim or such third person; or (5)
Interfere with the performance of a governmental or political function; (6) Seize or exercise
control over any type of vehicle.
B. This is a required report to law enforcement.

1.8

Lying, Cheating, Forgery or Plagiarism
A. Cheating: To deprive of something valuable by the use of deceit or fraud; to influence
or lead by deceit, trick, or artifice.
B. Forgery: Falsely and fraudulently making or altering a document.
a. Improper Use of a Hall Pass: A student shall not cause a negative impact on self
or others through the improper use or altering of a hall pass.
C. Lying: To make an untrue statement with intent to deceive; to create a false or
misleading impression.
D. Plagiarism: To steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s own.

1.9

School Policies, Other Violations of:
This category includes misbehavior defined in district policy but is not captured
elsewhere.
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A. Combustible: The student is in possession of a substance or object that is readily
capable of causing bodily harm or property damage, i.e., matches, lighters, firecrackers,
gasoline, and lighter fluid.
B. Contraband: Items stated in school policy as prohibited because they may disrupt the
learning environment.
C. Defiance, Disrespect towards Authority, and Non-Compliance: The student engages in
aggressive refusal to follow directions, talks back, or delivers socially rude interactions.
This category also includes insubordination.
● Students shall comply with all reasonable requests made by adults.
● Students shall treat others with respect.
D. Disruption/Disruptive Behavior: The student engages in behavior causing an
interruption in a class or activity. Disruption includes sustained loud talk, yelling, or
screaming; noise with materials; horseplay or roughhousing; or sustained out-of-seat
behavior.
● Disruptive behavior includes, but is certainly not limited to, yelling; whistling;
abusive language; taunting; roughhousing, horseplay, play-fighting, "going
bodies,‟ pushing, shoving, jumping (especially on others), "messing around,‟ or
any other dangerous or disruptive conduct; pinching, slapping, or hitting games;
throwing items and other willful disobedience or defiance of proper authority.
E. Dress Code Violation (not gang): The student wears clothing that does not fit
within the dress code guidelines stated by school or district policy.
● ID (Student Identification) Violation: At the high school level, students are
required to wear their student identification badge at all times.
F. Gambling: To play games of chance for money or to bet a sum of money.
G. Language, Inappropriate: The student delivers verbal messages that include swearing,
name calling, or use of words in an inappropriate way.
● Profane/Obscene Language Toward School Personnel
o Students shall not use obscene or vulgar language or gestures toward
school personnel.
● Profane or Obscene Language Toward Another Student:
o Students shall not use profane or obscene language toward each
other.
o Students shall treat each other with respect.
H. Negative Group Affiliation: Specific attitudes and actions of a student affiliated with a
negative group typically include most of the following:
● May or may not have a recognized leader.
● Do most things together, especially socially.
● Stick together on issues.
● Act bored, disinterested, or imposed upon by teacher ideas, suggestions, or
requirements.
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● Involve themselves in each other’s problems; therefore, perpetuate each other’s
problems.
● Claim loyalty and righteousness if reprimanded. All the interference they cause
is in the name of friendship.
● Likely to confront authority as a group when one member has been disciplined.
● Usually uncooperative, and possibly hostile.
● As a group, likely to be either very good or very poor students.
● Conduct themselves as though no other individuals exist in the school, including
other students.
● Not objective.
I. Parking Lot Violation: See specific violations.
J. Public display of affection: Holding hands, kissing, sexual touching, or other displays of
affection in violation of school policy.
K. Other violation of school policy:
Any other violations that cannot be coded in one
of the above categories but constitute a violation of school or district policy.
L. Failure to serve detention:
● Students shall comply with any specific imposed consequence. This violation
shall be coded by school officials in the category of Other Violations of School
Policy. Repeated failure to serve detention may constitute Defiance of Authority
and will be addressed accordingly.
1.10 School Threat (Threat of destruction or harm) or Interference with or Disruption of an
Educational Institution
Any threat (verbal written, or electronic) by a person to bomb or use other substances or
devices for the purpose of exploding, burning, causing damage to a school building or school
property, or to harm students or staff.
This requires a report to law enforcement.
A. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution: A person commits
interference with or disruption of an educational institution by doing any of the
following: (1) Threatening to cause physical injury to any employee or student of an
educational institution or any person on the property of an educational institution
(includes threats made on social media); (2) Intentionally or knowingly entering or
remaining on the property of any educational institution for the purpose of interfering
with the lawful use of the property or in any manner as to deny or interfere with the
lawful use of the property by others; (3) Intentionally or knowingly refusing to obey a
lawful order.
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● To constitute a violation of this section, the prohibited actions are not required
to be directed at a specific individual, a specific educational institution or any
specific property of an educational institution.
● For the purposes of this section, “Interference with or disruption of” includes
any act that might reasonably lead to the evacuation or closure of any property
of the educational institution or the postponement, cancellation or suspension
of any class or other school activity. For the purposes of this paragraph, an
actual evacuation, closure, postponement, cancellation or suspension is not
required for the act to be considered an interference or disruption.
B. Bomb Threat: Threatening to cause harm using a bomb, dynamite, explosive, or
arson-causing device.
C. Chemical or Biological Threat: Threatening to cause harm using dangerous chemicals
or biological agents.
D. Fire Alarm Misuse: Intentionally ringing fire alarm when there is no fire.
● Setting Off a Fire Alarm:
● A student shall not activate or use any fire or evacuation alarm, fire sprinkler, or
other warning or fire-control device; unless that student reasonably believes
that an emergency exists warranting the use of the device.
E. Other School Threat: Incidents that cannot be coded in one of the above categories
but involve a school threat.
1.11 Sexual Offenses
Note: Consideration will be given to age and developmentally appropriate behavior when
using this category.
A. Harassment, Sexual: Sexual harassment is unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature that
denies or limits a student’s ability to participate in or to receive benefits, services, or
opportunities in the school’s program. It can include unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors, and other verbal, nonverbal, or physical conduct of a sexual
nature.
● This does not include legitimate nonsexual touching or other nonsexual
conduct, for example, a high school athletic coach hugging a student who made
a goal or a kindergarten teacher’s consoling hug for a child with a skinned knee.
● Relevant factors in determining whether behavior rises to the level of sexual
harassment include: (1) the degree to which the conduct affected one or more
students’ education; (2) the type, frequency and duration of the conduct; (3) the
identity of and relationship between the alleged harasser and the subject or
subjects of the harassment; (4) the number of individuals involved; (5) the age
and sex of the alleged harasser and the subject or subjects of the harassment;
(6) the size of the school, location of the incidents, and the context in which
they occurred; (7) other incidents at the school.
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● Intentionally touching of the anus, penis, vagina or female breast, even over
the clothing. Mandatory report for this behavior.
B. Harassment, Sexual with Contact: Sexual harassment that includes unwanted physical
contact of non-sexual body part, such as patting the student on the butt or kicks
another student in the groin area. Even though the example may have involved
touching of the anus, vagina, penis or female breasts, these behaviors do not indicate a
reasonable belief of sexual intent. A mandatory report is not required in these cases. If
there is intentional touching of the anus, vagina, penis or female breasts, then a
mandatory report is made.
C. Indecent exposure or public sexual indecency: A person commits indecent exposure if
he/she exposes his/her genitals (penis, vagina) or anus or she exposes the areola or
nipple of her breast or breasts and another person is present, and the defendant is
reckless about whether the other person, as a reasonable person, would be offended or
alarmed by the act. A person commits public sexual indecency by intentionally or
knowingly engaging in any of the following acts, if another person is present, and the
defendant is reckless about whether such another person, as a reasonable person,
would be offended or alarmed by the act:
● An act of sexual contact.
● An act of oral sexual contact.
● An act of sexual intercourse.
● An act of bestiality.
A person commits public sexual indecency to a minor if the person intentionally or knowingly
engages in any of the acts listed above and such person is reckless about whether a minor
under the age of fifteen years is present.
D. Inappropriate Display of Affection/Intimate demonstrations of affection: Students will
reflect actions appropriate for school/public settings. In middle school, students shall
not engage in kissing or hand-holding (see Public Display of Affection)
E. Pornography: Pornography is the sexually explicit depiction of persons,
in words or images, created with the primary, proximate aim, and reasonable hope, of
eliciting significant sexual arousal on the part of the consumer of such materials.
a. Offensive Material: (also see Defamation in the category of Harassment,
Nonsexual)
● Students shall not possess or distribute obscene, profane, or offensive materials.
This can include “sexting.”
● Students shall not access porn sites through any electronic means, nor shall
they deliberately engage in the propagation of pornography or child
pornography.
F. Sexual Misconduct – Inappropriate sexual conduct, including consensual sexual
intercourse or oral sexual contact, other than conduct that constitutes one of the sexual
offenses described in subsection G and H below.
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G. Sexual abuse or Sexual conduct with a minor or Child Molestation: A person commits
sexual abuse by intentionally or knowingly engaging in sexual contact with any minor
(under 18 years of age) without consent of that person.
● Sexual conduct with a minor: A person commits sexual conduct with a minor by
intentionally or knowingly engaging in sexual intercourse or oral sexual contact
with any person who is under eighteen years of age.
● Molestation of child: A person commits molestation of a child by intentionally
or knowingly engaging in or causing a person to engage in sexual contact, except
sexual contact with the female breast, with a child under fifteen years of age.
H. Sexual assault (Rape, or Attempted): A person commits sexual assault by intentionally
or knowingly engaging in sexual intercourse or oral sexual contact with any person
without consent of such person. This category also includes attempted sexual assault.
I. IMPORTANT NOTE: Please review the section on mandatory reporting regarding child
abuse or reportable sex offenses.
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1.12 Technology, Improper use of
A. Computer Violation/Inappropriate use of Technology Resources
A student shall not
● Submit, publish, or retrieve any defamatory, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually
oriented, threatening, racially offensive, or illegal material.
● Use technology/electronic mail to contribute in any way to cyber-bullying, hate
mail, harassment, derogatory remarks based on gender, race, religion, age,
national origin, sexual orientation, disability and other antisocial behavior
● Use electronic mail to solicit contributions, including charitable campaigns,
except with prior approval of the Superintendent
● Use electronic mail to promote election or political campaign activities
● Issue or forward serial or “chain mail” type messages
● Issue or forward advertisements of any commercial nature, except items relating
to District business or instruction
● Engage in illegal activities, including gambling
● Access someone else’s password or misrepresent oneself through electronic
log-in or use of lunch ticket.
● Intentionally modify electronic information for inappropriate or fraudulent
purposes.
● Embed graphic images or add attachments to email that are not directly related
to District business or instruction
● Use email in a manner which may bring discredit or embarrassment to the
District
● A student shall abide by all copyright regulations.
B. Computer/Technology Violations of a serious nature:
● Students shall not tamper with, manipulate, change, or damage district, school,
or individual data
● Students shall not use technology to create a security breach or computer virus
● A student shall not attempt to harm, modify, or destroy hardware or software,
or interfere with system security
● A student shall not deliberately access or propagate child pornography or
continually access pornographic sites.
● A student shall not engage in identity theft of engage in the intentional mining
of data with criminal intent.
C. Network Infraction:
● A student shall not use the network in any way that would disrupt the use of the
network by others.
● A student shall not use the network for any commercial purpose
A student shall not subvert the rules of a network or tamper with security
protocols
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D. Telecommunication Device:
● The use of electronic devices is limited to educational or authorized purposes.
*NOTE: Confiscated items are subject to search by the administration.
● Cell phones are not to be used to cheat on a test or engage in any
inappropriate actions, such as cyber-bullying, propagating pornography, etc.
● Cell phones are not to be used to invade someone’s privacy.
● Cell phones are not to be used to record a fight and used in a negative manner,
such as posting the picture on Facebook or other social media (this action is
subject to investigation).
● “Sexting” is prohibited and is defined as the transmission of any obscene or
sexual message or materials to others via any telecommunication or other
electronic device.
● Smart Watches or other electronic devices cannot be used for any of the
aforementioned purposes.
E. Other Technology: Inappropriate use of other technology not listed in any of the above
categories.
1.13

Theft (indicate whether School Property or Non-School Property)

A. Armed robbery (ARS §13-1904): A person commits armed robbery if, in the course of
committing robbery as defined below (see Robbery), such person or an accomplice: (1)
Is armed with a deadly weapon or a simulated deadly weapon; or (2) Uses or threatens
to use a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument or a simulated deadly weapon.
Armed robbery requires a report to law enforcement.
B. Burglary or Breaking and entering (second or third degree): (ARS §13-1507): A person
commits burglary in the second degree by entering or remaining unlawfully in or on a
residential structure with the intent to commit any theft or any felony therein.
a. A person commits burglary in the third degree (ARS §13-1506) by: (1) Entering
or remaining unlawfully in or on a non-residential structure or in a fenced
commercial or residential yard with the intent to commit any theft or any felony
therein; (2) Making entry into any part of a motor vehicle by means of a
manipulation key or master key, with the intent to commit any theft or felony in
the motor vehicle.
C. Burglary (First Degree): (ARS §13-1508): A person commits
burglary in the first degree if such person or an accomplice violates the provisions listed
above and knowingly possesses explosives, a deadly weapon or a dangerous instrument
in the course of committing any theft or felony.
a. Burglary in the first degree of a nonresidential structure or a fenced commercial
or residential yard is a class 3 felony. It is a class 2 felony if committed in a
residential structure.
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D. Extortion: A person commits theft by extortion by knowingly obtaining or seeking to
obtain property or services by means of a threat to do in the future any of the
following:
● Cause physical injury to anyone by means of a deadly weapon or dangerous
instrument
● Cause damage to property.
● Engage in other conduct constituting an offense.
● Accuse anyone of a crime or bring criminal charges against anyone.
● Expose a secret or an asserted fact, whether true or false, tending to subject
anyone to hatred, contempt, or ridicule or to impair the person’s credit or
business.
● Take or withhold action as a public servant or cause a public servant to take or
withhold action.
● Cause anyone to part with any property.
E. Petty Theft: Theft under $100.
F. Robbery: Using force or threatening to use force to commit a theft or while
attempting to commit a crime. A person commits a robbery if in the course of
taking
any property of another from his/her person or immediate presence and against
his/her will, such person threatens or uses force against any person with intent either
to coerce surrender of property or to prevent resistance to such person taking or
retaining property.
G. Theft: Taking or attempting to take money or property belonging to another person or
the school with the intent to permanently deprive the victim of his or her possessions.
● Theft in the amount or value of under $100
● Theft in the amount or value of $100-$249.
● Theft in the amount or value of $250 or more.

29 | Page

District Handbook of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Interventions and Discipline Measures

1.14

Trespassing
● To enter or remain on a public school campus or school board facility without
authorization or invitation and with no lawful purpose for entry.
● This includes students under suspension or expulsion and unauthorized persons
who enter or remain on a campus or school board facility after being directed to
leave by the chief administrator or designee of the facility, campus or function.
● Criminal trespass in the second degree: A person commits criminal trespass in
the second degree by knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully in or on any
nonresidential structure or in any fenced commercial yard.
● Trespassing also includes unauthorized return to school after suspension.
● A student shall not gain, or attempt to gain, forceful or unauthorized entry to, or
occupation of, school buildings or school grounds

1.15

Vandalism or Criminal Damage
● Willful destruction or defacement of school or personal property.
● Criminal damage: A person commits criminal damage by recklessly: (1) Defacing
or damaging property of another person; or (2) Tampering with property of
another person so as substantially to impair its function or value; or (3) Drawing
or inscribing a message, slogan, sign or symbol that is made on any public or
private building, structure or surface, except the ground, and that is made
without permission of the owner.
● Examples: Destroying school computer records, carving initials or words in the
desktop, spray painting on walls, or damaging vehicles.
● NOTE: When using this category, the school officials will record the cost of
repairing or replacing the damaged property under “Cost.”

A. Graffiti or Tagging: Writing on walls, drawings or words that are scratched, painted, or
sprayed on walls or other surfaces in public places.
B. Vandalism of personal property: Willful destruction or defacement of personal
property.
● Damage under $100
● Damage in the amount from $100 to $249
● Damage of $250 or greater
C. Vandalism of school property: Willful destruction or defacement of school
property.
● Damage under $100
● Damage in the amount from $100 to $249
● Damage in the amount of $250 or greater
D. Property Damage/Vandalism (other than Arson) (JICB). Defacing, damaging, or
destroying school property. A student who engages in this activity is liable for
restitution (paying back damages) and to suspension, according to the severity of the
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offense. Along with the consequences indicated for violations (see Matrix of Conduct
Violations), restitution for the damaged item(s) will be required.
● A student shall not damage or destroy any school or private property.
● A student and/or parents/guardians will be held financially responsible for any
damage they cause.
● Property damage includes laptop computers or any other district property, and
includes damage done to district property as a result of deliberate horseplay
or recklessness.
1.16 Weapons and Dangerous Items
A. Deadly weapon means anything that is designed for lethal use. The term includes a
firearm.
B. Explosive means any dynamite, nitroglycerine, black powder, blasting caps or other
similar explosive material or explosive device, including plastic explosives and fireworks
not in compliance with state laws and/or local ordinances. Explosive does not include
ammunition or ammunition components such as primers, percussion caps, smokeless
powder, black powder, and black powder substitutes used for hand loading purposes.
C. Prohibited weapon means, but does not include fireworks imported, distributed or
used in compliance with state laws or local ordinances. Prohibited weapons include the
following:
● Firearm as defined in subsection E of this section.
● Knife with blade length of 2.5 inches or more
● Explosive, incendiary or poison gas
● Bomb
● Grenade
● Rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces
● Mine
● Device that is designed, made or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm
● Rifle with a barrel length of less than sixteen inches, or shotgun with a barrel
length of less than eighteen inches, or any firearm that is made from a rifle or
shotgun and that, as modified, has an overall length of less than twenty-six
inches.
● Instrument, including a “nunchucks”, that consists of two or more sticks, clubs,
bars, or rods to be used as handles, connected by a rope, cord, wire or chain, in
the design of a weapon used in connection with the practice of a system of
self-defense.
● Breakable container that contains a flammable liquid with a flash point of one
hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit or less and that has a wick or similar device
capable of being ignited.
● Chemical or combination of chemicals, compounds or materials, including dry
ice, that is placed in a sealed or unsealed container for the purpose of
generating a gas to cause a mechanical failure, rupture, or bursting of the
container.
● Combination of parts of materials that is designed for use or converting a device
into an item set forth in any of the descriptions above.
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D. Dangerous instrument/Dangerous items: (ARS §13-105.11): Anything that under the
circumstances in which it is used, attempted to be used or threatened to be used is
readily capable of causing death or serious physical injury. Dangerous
instrument/Dangerous items include but are not limited to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Air Soft Gun
B.B. Gun
Knife with blade length less than 2.5 inches
Laser Pointer
Letter Opener
Mace
Paintball Gun
Pellet Gun
Razor Blade or Box Cutter
Simulated Knife
Taser or Stun Gun
Tear Gas
Billy Club
Brass Knuckles
Other Dangerous Items

E. Firearm: Firearm means any loaded or unloaded handgun, pistol, revolver, rifle,
shotgun or other weapon that will expel, is designed to expel or may readily be
converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive.
a. Any weapon, including a starter gun, which will be or is designed to or may be
readily converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive. This
includes the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any firearm muffler or
silencer or any destructive device.
i. Handgun or pistol
ii. Shotgun or Rifle
iii. Starter gun or Pistol
iv. Destructive Device
b. Other Firearms/Destructive Devices (as defined for the Gun-Free Schools Act):
Firearms other than handguns, rifles, or shotguns including:
i. The frame or receiver of any weapon described above;
ii. Any firearm muffler or firearm silencer
iii. Any destructive device, which includes: Any explosive, incendiary,
combustible or poison gas
iv. Bomb;
v. Grenade;
vi. Rocket having a propellant of more than four ounces;
vii. Missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than
one-quarter ounce;
viii. Mine or similar device
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c. Any weapon which will, or may be readily converted to, expel a projectile by
the action of an explosive or other propellant, and which has any barrel with
a bore of more than one-half inch in diameter.
d. Any combination or parts either designed or intended for use in converting
any device into any destructive device.
e. Simulated Firearm: Any simulated firearm made of plastic, wood, metal, or any
other material which is a replica, facsimile, or toy version of a firearm or any
object such as a stick, or finger concealed under clothing and is being portrayed
as a firearm.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
● Possession of a firearm or any simulated firearm requires a report to law
enforcement and will result in mandatory expulsion.
● Possession of a deadly weapon on school grounds requires a report to
law enforcement.
● Threatening exhibition of a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument
requires a report to law enforcement.
● Discharge or use of a deadly weapon requires a report to law
enforcement.
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APPENDIX II:

ELEMENTARY LEVEL
STUDENT DISCIPLINE VIOLATIONS
LEVELS 1-5

INTERVENTIONS AND CONSEQUENCES BY LEVEL

34 | Page

District Handbook of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Interventions and Discipline Measures

ELEMENTARY GRADE LEVELS
Important Requirements
⮚

Grades K-1: No out of school suspensions permitted
✔ If the site has significant concerns about a student in K or 1, refer the student to the Teacher Assistance
Team (TAT) Coordinator for the site.
⮚ Grades 2-3: Authorization required for out of school suspension. Contact the Chief Student Services
Officer or Director of K-8 schools before giving any out of school suspension (OSS) to students in grades 2-3.
⮚ OSS will be considered case by case for students in grades 4-5 with guidance from the director of K-8
schools.
⮚ Extenuating circumstances for students in grades K-3 mentioned above will be addressed on a case-by-case
basis.
⮚ When investigating any violation, consider the totality of the situation and take the student’s developmental
level, intent, special needs, etc. into consideration.
NOTE: OSS under 10 days may be held in Abeyance at the site level without a hearing, if the student and parent
agree to Community Service (form to be signed by parent). This is done at the site level.
Refer to the section on Mandatory and Required Reports to Law Enforcement. Contact the Director of Security
with additional questions.

LEVEL 1 VIOLATIONS (MOST SEVERE)– ELEMENTARY
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Aggravated assault (Serious Injury)
Armed robbery
Arson of an occupied structure
Bomb threat
Criminal Computer/Technology Violations of a serious nature
Drugs (Illegal) Sale, Distribution or Transfer
Explosives (see-definition)
Homicide
Sexual abuse, Sexual assault, Molestation of a Child
Threatening an Educational Institution: (includes credible threats on social media)—may
result in expulsion
11. Weapons- Possession or use: real firearms and destructive devices specifically designed to
cause death or serious injury

● Includes Prohibited Weapons, including destructive devices, simulated prohibited
weapons, such as air pistols and simulated firearms.
IMPORTANT NOTE:
⮚
⮚
⮚

Possession of a firearm—real or simulated—may result in expulsion.
Threatening an educational institution may result in expulsion.
All Office Discipline Referrals (ODRs) must be documented in Review 360. If law enforcement is
contacted, make sure to return to Review 360 and document that law enforcement was
contacted.
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⮚
⮚
⮚

Record the police report number in Review 360.
If there was an arrest, go back to Review 360 and document this.
Complete District Incident Report (email to: incidentreportteam@susd12.org )

Consequences for Level 1 Violations: Elementary
⮚ OSS/ISS (Required)
⮚ Out of school suspension for grades K-5 must be approved by the Director of K-8 Schools
o Out of school suspension 1-10 days
o In school suspension 1-10 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - ELEM
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST

36 | Page

District Handbook of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Interventions and Discipline Measures

LEVEL 2 VIOLATIONS (SEVERE) - ELEMENTARY
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Alcohol- sale or distribution
Arson of an unoccupied structure
Assault with Serious Injury Contact Director of Safety and Security for guidance.
Bullying/Cyber Bully (severe, pervasive or repeated)
Burglary or Breaking & Entering
Chemical or biological threat
Combustible (if intentional use causes serious bodily injury or structural damage)
Dangerous Instrument/ Dangerous item (with intent to cause bodily harm)
Disorderly conduct (severe--with associated violence).
Drugs: Possession OR use OR misuse of prescription medication, OR abuse of over-the-counter
medications,
⮚ A law enforcement call is NOT required for K2 and Spice do not rely on the RN at the
school to confirm students under the influence. Contact law enforcement if the
student is in possession of paraphernalia AND residue on the item(s)
Extortion (severe—usually associated with some form of violence or repeated threats and
intimidation).
Fighting (resulting in serious injury)
Fire alarm misuse (with resulting school evacuation or required police response)
Gang activity/Promoting/recruiting (contact the Department of Safety and Security)
Graffiti or tagging (of a serious nature resulting in damage valued at $250 or more) (see also
Property Damage & Vandalism)
Harassment, sexual with contact: Mandatory report if there is touching (not accidental) of
specific areas of the body, namely the penis, vagina, female breasts, anus, for students in all
grade levels.
Indecent exposure or public sexual behavior (with intent) - Make a report if the student
intentionally exposed a minor to the penis, vagina, female breasts or anus—see section on
Mandatory Reporting.
⮚ Students under eight years of age who show their private parts are not committing
indecent exposure, because of lack of intent—note that overly sexualized behavior in
young students may involve a call to DCS.
Kidnapping
Property damage or vandalism (other than arson), with damage of $250 or more.
Robbery (with use or threat of force).
Theft ($250 or more) (includes computers/laptops, or other school property)
Threats or Intimidation (If contains serious harm or death and has ability)
Hate Action or Crime (includes repeated and targeted hate speech, intent to harm)
Criminal Trespassing (repeated) (includes returning to school during a period of suspension and
unauthorized entry)
Weapons - (see Dangerous Instruments/Dangerous Items not under level 1).
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Consequences for Level 2 Violations: Elementary
⮚ ISS/OSS
⮚ Out of school suspension for grades K-5 must be approved by the Director of K-8 Schools
o
o
o

Out of school suspension 1-10 days
In school suspension 1-10 days
MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - ELEM
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 3 VIOLATIONS-ELEMENTARY
Level 3 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Assault with Minor/No Injury Determine if there was any skin bruising (not just a red mark),
bleeding, burns or fracture of any bone—if so, Contact Director of Safety and Security for
guidance.
2. Bullying—indicate specific action (after continuing interventions have been attempted
3. Cheating and Plagiarism (severe—such as cheating on state exams)
4. Combustible (minor injury)
5. Non Criminal Computer violation of a serious nature .
6. Dangerous instruments/Dangerous Items—Possession or Exhibition
7. Defiance or Disrespect toward authority or Non- Compliance (some form of physical
aggression—continuing AFTER interventions have been attempted).
8. Extortion (Non-Severe)
9. Fighting (minor injuries)
10. Fire Alarm Misuse ( no school evacuation)
11. Gang Activity – Imitation, gang-like behaviors or gang-like clothing, expressions, or
artifacts (includes flashing gang signs; claiming “turf;” and gang writing, drawing, or sounds)
12. Graffiti or Tagging (resulting in damage less than $250)
13. Harassment, nonsexual or Defamation
14. Harassment, sexual without contact (may include “sexting”): persistent use of unwanted
sexual language--this behavior may not involve a mandatory report, because it does not
involve the touching of one of the specific four areas. However, if the young student is
making explicit sexual remarks, then make a mandatory report—this behavior may indicate
abuse at home. Law enforcement will conduct a welfare check. **
15. Indecent exposure (less severe or no evidence of intent) Determine the totality of the
situation. If there was exhibition of penis, anus, vagina or female breasts to another minor;
determine if there was intent or not. Usually in very young children, there is no intent if they
are showing their private parts—a mandatory report may be warranted if the child is
engaging in overly sexualized behavior.
16. Networking infraction --see Computer Violation or Inappropriate Use of Technology
Resources
17. Other school threat (such as prank 911 calls—if building is not evacuate),
18. Pornography — possession of pornographic materials or accessing pornographic sites on
computer/laptop.
19. Profanity/inappropriate or obscene language toward school personnel (repeated)
20. Property damage (other than arson)— (damage valued at a value from $100 to $249)
21. Theft (between $100 - $249) (includes computers/laptops and other school property)
22. Threats or Intimidation-( Has no ability to harm and not threatening life)
23. Hate Speech - Abusive or threatening speech or writing that expresses prejudice against a
particular group, especially on the basis of race, religion, or sexual orientation. Including
derogatory terms.
24. Tobacco or tobacco products (use or sharing)
25. Drug Paraphernalia (Possession)
26. Trespassing/Returning to school after suspension or unauthorized entry
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Consequences for Level 3 Violations: Elementary
⮚ Parent notification and collaboration
⮚ Law enforcement not contacted for Level 3 violations.
⮚ Contact Director of Safety and Security for confiscated items .
⮚ Some form of mandatory check-in/check-out with a designated site person for a determined
period of time
⮚ Some form of on-site intervention program (up to 3 days) with mandatory socio-emotional
learning included and community service whenever possible
⮚ OSS not permitted without previous on-site intervention program implemented
⮚ Continued interventions, especially for repeated violations
⮚ Possible Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA)
⮚ Possible Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP)
⮚ Possible bus restriction
⮚ Possible counseling group or referral to mental health professional with Project AWARE if
warranted
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing

INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - ELEM
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 4 VIOLATIONS – ELEMENTARY
Level 4 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Cell phone/video camera/electronic device (inappropriate use) (includes recording a fight)
2. Computer Violation or Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources (includes laptop computer
used inappropriately, such as playing inappropriate games or using chat-rooms without
authorization)
3. Defiance of authority (without associated aggression or violence) -Repeated
4. Failure to serve detention
5. Fighting (no injury)
6. Forgery, altering official documents or improper use of hall pass Gang tagging (minor)
7. Gambling
8. Horseplay with injury or Recklessness or Endangerment (minor injury) (includes minor
property damage caused by reckless behavior/horseplay and includes damage to
computer/laptop.) Ensure that any injury was accidental in nature.
9. Minor aggressive act (no injury)
10. Negative group affiliation
11. Offensive material or inappropriate materials (less severe) (includes offensive material sent
through electronic means/through computer, etc.).
12. Petty theft (under $100)
13. Plagiarism (not severe)
14. Profanity, inappropriate, or obscene language toward another student (repeated)
15. Property damage or Vandalism (damage value of less than $100)
16. Truancy or Leaving campus without authorization or Ditching/skipping class
17. Verbal provocation

Consequences for Level 4 Violations: Elementary
⮚ Parent notification
⮚ SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing

INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - ELEM

VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 5 VIOLATIONS – ELEMENTARY
Level 5 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Cheating (minor)
2. Disruption or Disruptive behavior (repeated—after several classroom interventions have been
attempted)
3. Dress code violations (not gang) or ID violation
4. Horseplay and Minor Aggressive Acts- the physical injury occurs accidentally in the course of
typical playground activity
5. Inappropriate language or profanity (repeated) toward another student.
6. Public display of affection (e.g. kissing, petting).
7. Refusal to comply with bus driver’s instructions (applies to bus drivers only)

Consequences for Level 5 Violations: Elementary
⮚ Parent notification
⮚ SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - ELEM
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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Elementary Interventions and Supports
Before moving to a behavioral intervention, staff and students should be aware of and follow their site:
● Behavior Matrix
● Flowchart
● Behavior Support Needs Form
Document all communications, assigned interventions, and follow-up.
● Site-Based Log
● PowerSchool
● Review 360
Major (Level 1, 2, & 3)

Follow revised Abeyance process
ISS/OSS
FBA - Functional Behavioral Assessment
Implement Behavior Intervention Plan: Teacher & Campus
Behavioral Support Team
Daily Check-In Sheets
Counseling
Bus Suspension

Minor (Level 3, 4 & 5)

Student Reflection with support of ABSS or Counselor
Parent Communication
Community Service
Restorative Practice
If repeated, implement check-in process with goal-setting,
plan, and follow-through
Counseling

Family and Community Resources:
Mental Health Community resources
Sunnyside McKinney-Vento Services
Community Medical Resources

Free Books to Support Children and Teens after Suicide
www.grievingstudents.org- Supports for grieving students
Supports for a grieving person
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Tier 1 Interventions and Systems
Classroom
Academics

●
●
●

Schoolwide

Individual incentives and
rewards
Positive Parent Contact
Parent communication system:
Parent Portal, Class Dojo

●
●

Weekly Grade checks
Honor Roll

Attendance

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

Behavior

●

Relationship Building and
Classroom Culture
Classroom expectations and
routines consistent with
schoolwide plan and language
Token System
Individual Intervention and
Behavior Plans/Contract
3 Tier Classroom Management
System prior to submitting office
referral.

●

Be the Three: Respectful,
Responsible, Reliable
PBIS Team
Schoolwide Expectations and
Language
Behavior Matrix
Behavior Flowchart
Character Awards
Token System
Mediation and Mentor Programs
Parallel Learners (HS)

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Restorative Justice Practices:
Counseling: Individual and or Family. This includes substance abuse counseling, anger
management, and or healthy relationship counseling. Number of sessions depends on Hx,
intake, presenting problem(s), including personal growth and insight as a result of
counseling. The counselor would make the recommendation for discharge.
Community Service:
Restitution (help clean, repair, and or pay for damages).
Mediation: Victim/Offender mediation. The emphasis is on dialogue and the victim working
towards healing through this dialogue.
Restorative Justice Example
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APPENDIX III:

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL
STUDENT DISCIPLINE VIOLATIONS
LEVELS 1-5

INTERVENTIONS AND CONSEQUENCES BY LEVEL
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LEVEL 1 VIOLATIONS (MOST SEVERE)– MIDDLE SCHOOL
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Aggravated assault (Serious Injury)
Armed robbery
Arson of an occupied structure
Bomb threat
Criminal Computer/Technology Violations of a serious nature
Drugs (Illegal) Sale, Distribution or Transfer
Explosives (see-definition)
Homicide
Sexual abuse, Sexual assault, Molestation of a Child
Threatening an Educational Institution: (includes credible threats on social media)—may
result in expulsion
11. Weapons- Possession or use: real firearms and destructive devices specifically designed to
cause death or serious injury

● Includes Prohibited Weapons, including destructive devices, simulated prohibited
weapons, such as air pistols and simulated firearms.
IMPORTANT NOTE:
⮚
⮚
⮚

⮚
⮚
⮚

Possession of a firearm—real or simulated—may result in expulsion.
Threatening an educational institution may result in expulsion.
All Office Discipline Referrals (ODRs) must be documented in Review 360. If law enforcement is
contacted, make sure to return to Review 360 and document that law enforcement was
contacted.
Record the police report number in Review 360.
If there was an arrest, go back to Review 360 and document.
Complete District Incident Report (email to: incidentreportteam@susd12.org )

Consequences for Level 1 Violations: Middle School
⮚ OSS/ISS (Required)
o Out of school suspension 8-10 days
o In school suspension 8-10 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - MS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 2 VIOLATIONS (SEVERE) – MIDDLE SCHOOL
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Alcohol- sale or distribution
Arson of an unoccupied structure
Assault with Serious Injury Contact Director of Safety and Security for guidance.
Bullying/Cyber Bully (severe, pervasive or repeated)
Burglary or Breaking & Entering
Chemical or biological threat
Combustible (if intentional use causes serious bodily injury or structural damage)
Dangerous Instrument/ Dangerous item (with intent to cause bodily harm)
Disorderly conduct (severe--with associated violence).
Drugs: Possession OR use OR misuse of prescription medication, OR abuse of over-the-counter
medications,
⮚ A law enforcement call is NOT required for K2 and Spice do not rely on the RN at the
school to confirm students under the influence. Contact law enforcement if the
student is in possession of paraphernalia AND residue on the item(s)
Extortion (severe—usually associated with some form of violence or repeated threats and
intimidation).
Fighting (resulting in serious injury)
Fire alarm misuse (with resulting school evacuation or required police response)
Gang activity/Promoting/recruiting (contact the Department of Safety and Security)
Graffiti or tagging (of a serious nature resulting in damage valued at $250 or more) (see also
Property Damage & Vandalism)
Harassment, sexual with contact: Mandatory report if there is touching (not accidental) of
specific areas of the body, namely the penis, vagina, female breasts, anus, for students in all
grade levels.
Indecent exposure or public sexual behavior (with intent) - Make a report if the student
intentionally exposed a minor to the penis, vagina, female breasts or anus—see section on
Mandatory Reporting.
⮚ Students under eight years of age who show their private parts are not committing
indecent exposure, because of lack of intent—note that overly sexualized behavior in
young students may involve a call to DCS.
Kidnapping
Property damage or vandalism (other than arson), with damage of $250 or more.
Robbery (with use or threat of force)
Theft ($250 or more) (includes computers/laptops, or other school property)
Threats or Intimidation (If contains serious harm or death and has ability)
Hate Action or Crime (includes repeated and targeted hate speech, intent to harm)
Criminal Trespassing (repeated) (includes returning to school during a period of suspension and
unauthorized entry)
Weapons - (see Dangerous Instruments/Dangerous Items not under level 1)
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Consequences for Level 2 Violations: Middle School
➢ OSS/ISS (Required)
○ Out of school suspension 5-10 days
○ In school suspension 5-10 days
○ MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - MS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 3 VIOLATIONS-MIDDLE SCHOOL
Level 3 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Assault with Minor/No Injury Determine if there was any skin bruising (not just a red mark),
bleeding, burns or fracture of any bone—if so, Contact Director of Safety and Security for
guidance.
2. Bullying—indicate specific action (after continuing interventions have been attempted)
3. Cheating and Plagiarism (severe—such as cheating on state exams)
4. Combustible (minor injury)
5. Non Criminal Computer violation of a serious nature .
6. Dangerous instruments/Dangerous Items—Possession or Exhibition
7. Defiance or Disrespect toward authority or Non- Compliance (some form of physical
aggression—continuing AFTER interventions have been attempted).
8. Extortion (Non-Severe)
9. Fighting (minor injuries)
10. Fire Alarm Misuse ( no school evacuation)
11. Gang Activity – Imitation, gang-like behaviors or gang-like clothing, expressions, or
artifacts (includes flashing gang signs; claiming “turf;” and gang writing, drawing, or sounds)
12. Graffiti or Tagging (resulting in damage less than $250)
13. Harassment, nonsexual or Defamation
14. Harassment, sexual without contact (may include “sexting”): persistent use of unwanted
sexual language--this behavior may not involve a mandatory report, because it does not
involve the touching of one of the specific four areas or touching is over the clothes.
However, if a young student is making explicit sexual remarks, then make a mandatory
report—this behavior may indicate abuse at home. Law enforcement will conduct a welfare
check. **
15. Indecent exposure (less severe or no evidence of intent) - Determine the totality of the
situation. If there was exhibition of penis, anus, vagina or female breasts to another minor;
determine if there was intent or not. Usually in very young children, there is no intent if they
are showing their private parts—a mandatory report may be warranted if the child is
engaging in overly sexualized behavior.
16. Networking infraction --see Computer Violation or Inappropriate Use of Technology
Resources
17. Other school threat (such as prank 911 calls—if building is not evacuated)
18. Pornography — possession of pornographic materials or accessing pornographic sites on
computer/laptop.
19. Profanity/inappropriate or obscene language toward school personnel (repeated)
20. Property damage (other than arson)— (damage valued at a value from $100 to $249)
21. Theft (between $100 - $249) (includes computers/laptops and other school property)
22. Threats or Intimidation - (Has no ability to harm and not threatening life)
23. Hate Speech - Abusive or threatening speech or writing that expresses prejudice against a
particular group, especially on the basis of race, religion, or sexual orientation. Including
derogatory terms.
24. Tobacco or tobacco products (use or sharing)
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25. Drug Paraphernalia (Possession)
26. Trespassing/Returning to school after suspension or unauthorized entry

Consequences for Level 3 Violations: Middle School
⮚ OSS/ISS (optional)
o
o
o

Out of school suspension 1- 5 days
In school suspension 1-5 days
MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing

INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - MS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 4 VIOLATIONS – MIDDLE SCHOOL
Level 4 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Cell phone/video camera/electronic device (inappropriate use) (includes recording a fight)
2. Computer Violation or Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources (includes laptop computer
used inappropriately, such as playing inappropriate games or using chat-rooms without
authorization)
3. Defiance of authority (without associated aggression or violence) -Repeated
4. Failure to serve detention
5. Fighting (no injury)
6. Forgery, altering official documents or improper use of hall pass Gang tagging (minor)
7. Gambling
8. Horseplay with injury or Recklessness or Endangerment (minor injury) (includes minor
property damage caused by reckless behavior/horseplay and includes damage to
computer/laptop.) Ensure that any injury was accidental in nature.
9. Minor aggressive act (no injury)
10. Negative group affiliation
11. Offensive material or inappropriate materials (less severe) (includes offensive material sent
through electronic means/through computer, etc.).
12. Petty theft (under $100)
13. Plagiarism (not severe)
14. Profanity, inappropriate, or obscene language toward another student (repeated)
15. Property damage or Vandalism (damage value of less than $100)
16. Truancy or Leaving campus without authorization or Ditching/skipping class
17. Verbal provocation

Consequences for Level 4 Violations: Middle School
⮚ OSS/ISS (optional)
o Out of school suspension 1- 2 days
o In school suspension 1-2 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - MS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 5 VIOLATIONS – MIDDLE SCHOOL
Level 5 violations do not require contact to law enforcement
School managed discipline and interventions
1. Cheating (minor)
2. Disruption or Disruptive behavior (repeated—after several classroom interventions have been
attempted)
3. Dress code violations (not gang) or ID violation
4. Horseplay and Minor Aggressive Acts- the physical injury occurs accidentally in the course of
typical playground activity
5. Inappropriate language or profanity toward another student (repeated)
6. Public display of affection (e.g. kissing, petting).
7. Refusal to comply with bus driver’s instructions (applies to bus drivers only)

Consequences for Level 5 Violations: Middle School
⮚ No OSS/ISS warranted
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORT - MS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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Middle School Interventions and Supports
Before moving to a behavioral intervention, staff and students should be aware of and follow their site:
● Behavior Matrix
● Flowchart
● Behavior Support Needs Form
● Intervention Quick Guide
Document all communications, assigned interventions, and follow-up.
● Site-Based Log
● PowerSchool
● Review 360
Major (Level 1, 2, & 3)

OSS/ISS
IFS (Intervention for Support) Academic Support
FBA - Functional Behavioral Assessment
Parent Contact
Abeyance (if warranted)
Teacher Assistance Team Referral - TAT
CFT(Child Family Team Meeting)
Check in/Check out
Restorative Practice Counseling
1st period or All day Escort
Lunch Tutoring
After School Tutoring
Counseling- - Individual/Group
Mediation
AWARE Referral
Mindfulness
Targeted Groups (addiction, anger, goal setting) - LPKNC
Addiction and Drug education groups/Town Halls
Community Services
Bus Suspension

Minor (Level 3, 4, & 5)

Reflection Time (RT)
Behave out (for the period)
Behavior Contract
Student conference
Parent Contact
TECH - Flowchart (Example)
Whitelist (tech restrictions)

Family and Community Resources:
Mental Health Community resources
Sunnyside McKinney-Vento Services
Community Medical Resources

Free Books to Support Children and Teens after Suicide
www.grievingstudents.org- Supports for grieving students
Supports for a grieving person
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Tier 1 Interventions and Systems
Classroom
Academics

●
●
●

Schoolwide

Individual incentives and
rewards
Positive Parent Contact
Parent communication system:
Parent Portal, Class Dojo

●
●

Weekly Grade checks
Honor Roll

Attendance

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

Behavior

●

Relationship Building and
Classroom Culture
Classroom expectations and
routines consistent with
schoolwide plan and language
Token System
Individual Intervention and
Behavior Plans/Contract
3 Tier Classroom Management
System prior to submitting office
referral.

●

Be the Three: Respectful,
Responsible, Reliable
PBIS Team
Schoolwide Expectations and
Language
Behavior Matrix
Behavior Flowchart
Character Awards
Token System
Mediation and Mentor Programs
Parallel Learners (HS)

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Restorative Justice Practices:
Counseling: Individual and or Family. This includes substance abuse counseling, anger
management, and or healthy relationship counseling. Number of sessions depends on Hx,
intake, presenting problem(s), including personal growth and insight as a result of
counseling. The counselor would make the recommendation for discharge.
Community Service:
Restitution (help clean, repair, and or pay for damages).
Mediation: Victim/Offender mediation. The emphasis is on dialogue and the victim working
towards healing through this dialogue.
Restorative Justice Example:
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APPENDIX IV
HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL

CONDUCT VIOLATIONS 1-5
AND CONSEQUENCES
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LEVEL 1 VIOLATIONS (MOST SEVERE)– HIGH SCHOOL
ALL LEVEL 1 VIOLATIONS REQUIRE LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTACT
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Aggravated assault (Serious Injury)
Armed robbery
Arson of an occupied structure
Bomb threat
Criminal Computer/Technology Violations of a serious nature
Drugs (Illegal) Sale, Distribution or Transfer
Explosives (see-definition)
Homicide
Sexual abuse, Sexual assault, Molestation of a Child
Threatening an Educational Institution:
(includes credible threats on social media)-may result mandatory expulsion
11. Weapons --Possession or use: real firearms and destructive devices specifically designed to
cause death or serious physical injury.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
⮚
⮚
⮚

⮚
⮚

Possession of a weapon—either real or simulated—may result in a mandatory expulsion
Threatening an educational institution may result in a mandatory expulsion.
All Office Discipline Referrals (ODRs) must be documented in Review 360. If law enforcement
is contacted, make sure to return to Review 360 and document that law enforcement was
contacted.
Record the police report number in Review 360.
If there was an arrest, go back to Review 360 and document this.

Consequences for Level 1 Violations: High School
⮚

OSS/ISS (Required)
o Out of school suspension 8-10 days
o In school suspension 8-10 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS - HS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 2 VIOLATIONS (SEVERE) – HIGH SCHOOL
ALL LEVEL 2 VIOLATIONS REQUIRE LAW ENFORCEMENT CONTACT
Contact Law Enforcement
Contact Director of Safety and Security
Complete the site incident report
If a mandatory report is required please APPENDIX I in the district handbook for
descriptions & guidance. For descriptors of violations see DEFINITIONS OF CONDUCT.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Alcohol-Sale or distribution
Arson of an unoccupied structure
Assault with Injury
Bullying/Cyber Bullying (severe, pervasive, and repeated).
Burglary or Breaking & Entering
Chemical or biological threat
Combustible (if intentional use causes serious bodily injury or structural damage)
Criminal Trespassing
Dangerous Instrument/ Dangerous item (with intent to cause bodily harm)
Disorderly conduct (severe--with associated violence)
Drugs: Possession OR use OR misuse of prescription medication, OR abuse of over-the-counter
medications; A law enforcement call is NOT required for K2 and Spice do not rely on the RN at
the school to confirm students under the influence. Contact law enforcement if the student is in
possession of paraphernalia AND residue on the item(s)
Extortion (severe, violence, with threat and intimidation)
Fighting (resulting in serious injury)
Fire alarm misuse (with resulting school evacuation or police response)
Gang activity of criminal nature/Promoting/recruiting (contact the Department of Security)
Graffiti or tagging (damage above $250)
Harassment, sexual with contact: Mandatory report if there is touching (not accidental) of
specific areas of the body, namely the penis, vagina, female breasts, anus.
Indecent exposure or public sexual behavior (with intent)
Kidnapping
Property damage or vandalism (other than arson), with damage of $250 or more.
Robbery (with use or threat of force)
Theft ($250 or more) (includes computers/laptops, or other school property)
Threats or Intimidation (If it contains serious bodily harm or death and has ability).
Hate Action or Crime (includes repeated and targeted hate speech, intent to harm)
Weapons (see Dangerous Instruments/Dangerous Items not under level 1).

Consequences for Level 2 Violations: High School
⮚

OSS/ISS (required)
o Out of school suspension 5-10 days
o In school suspension 5-10 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS - HS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 3 VIOLATIONS-HIGH SCHOOL
Level 3 Violations do not result in contact of law enforcement
1. Assault (without injury) Determine if there was any skin bruising (not just a red mark).
2. Bullying—Indicate specific action (after continuing interventions have been attempted).
3. Cheating and Plagiarism (severe—such as cheating on state exams)
4. Combustible (minor injury)
5. Non criminal Computer violation of a serious nature
6. Dangerous instruments/Dangerous Items (No threat/intimidation)
7. Defiance or Disrespect toward authority or Non- Compliance (Aggression)
8. Extortion (not severe)
9. Fighting (minor injuries)
10. Fire Alarm Misuse (no school evacuation)
11. Gang Activity – Imitation, gang-like behaviors, clothing, expressions, or artifacts
12. Graffiti or Tagging (resulting in damage less than $250)
13. Harassment, nonsexual or Defamation
14. Harassment, sexual without contact.
15. Indecent exposure (less severe or no evidence of intent)
16. Other school threat
17. Pornography Possession of pornographic materials or accessing pornographic sites
18. Profanity/inappropriate or obscene language toward school personnel (repeated)
19. Property damage (other than arson)— (damage valued at a value from $100 to $249)
20. Theft (between $100 - $249) (includes computers/laptops and other school property)
21. Threats or Intimidation (No ability and not concerning life)
22. Hate Speech - Abusive or threatening speech or writing that expresses prejudice against a
particular group, especially on the basis of race, religion, or sexual orientation. Including
derogatory terms.
23. Alcohol-Possession or use- Contact Director of Security
24. Tobacco or tobacco products (use or sharing)
25. Drug Paraphernalia (Possession)
26. Trespassing/Returning to school after suspension or unauthorized entry

Consequences for Level 3 Violations: High School
⮚

OSS/ISS (optional)
o Out of school suspension 2- 5 days
o In school suspension 2-5 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS - HS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 4 VIOLATIONS-HIGH SCHOOL
Level 4 Violations do not require law enforcement contact
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Cell phone/video camera/electronic device (inappropriate use)
Minor Computer Violation or Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources
Defiance of authority (without associated aggression or violence -(Repeated)
Failure to serve detention
Fighting (no injury)
Forgery, altering official documents or improper use of hall pass Gang tagging (very minor)
Gambling
Horseplay with injury or Recklessness or Endangerment: (minor injury/minor property damage
Accidental)
Negative group affiliation
Offensive material or inappropriate materials (less severe)
Petty theft (under $100)
Plagiarism (not severe)
Profanity, inappropriate, or obscene language toward another student (Repeated)
Property damage or Vandalism (damage value of less than $100)
Truancy or leaving campus without authorization or ditching/skipping class
Verbal provocation

Consequences for Level 4 Violations: High School
⮚

OSS/ISS (optional)
o Out of school suspension 1- 2 days
o In school suspension 1-2 days
o MUST BE COMBINED WITH A SITE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Considerations for students with a 504 Accommodation Plan or a Special Education IEP:
⮚ Conduct a Manifestation Determination hearing
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS - HS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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LEVEL 5 VIOLATIONS – HIGH SCHOOL
Level 5 Violations do not require law enforcement contact
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Cheating (minor)
Disruption or Disruptive behavior (repeated)
Dress code violations (not gang) or ID violation
Horseplay and Minor Aggressive Acts
Inappropriate language or profanity toward another student (repeated)
Public display of affection (e.g. kissing, petting).
Refusal to comply with bus driver’s instructions (applies to bus drivers only)

Consequences for Level 5 Violations: High School
⮚ No OSS/ISS warranted
INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS - HS
VIEW FULL INTERVENTIONS LIST
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High School Interventions and Supports
Before moving to a behavioral intervention, staff and students should be aware of and follow their site:
● Behavior Matrix
● Flowchart
● Behavior Support Needs Form

Document all communications, assigned interventions, and follow-up.
● Site-Based Log
● PowerSchool
● Review 360
Major (Level 1, 2, & 3)

OSS/Modified ISS
IFS (Intervention for Support) Academic Support
FBA - Functional Behavioral Assessment
Parent Contact
Abeyance (if warranted)
Teacher Assistance Team Referral - TAT
CFT(Child Family Team Meeting)
Check in/Check out
Lunch Tutoring (Teacher Approval)
After School Tutoring
Counseling- - Individual/Group
Mediation
AWARE Referral
Town Halls: Devils Dialogue
Community Services
Bus Suspension

Minor (Level 3, 4, & 5)
Behave out (for the period)
Behavior Contract
Student conference
Parent Contact
Parent Phone Call
Whitelist (tech restrictions)
Family and Community Resources:
Mental Health Community resources
Sunnyside McKinney-Vento Services
Community Medical Resources

Free Books to Support Children and Teens after Suicide
www.grievingstudents.org- Supports for grieving students
Supports for a grieving person
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High School Interventions and Supports
ISS Modified (TBD)

FBA/TAT

OSS

Check in /Check Out

Aware Team Referral

Mandatory Tutoring

Sat School

Home Visits/Wellness Check

After School Detention

Time out (For the Period)

Counseling (Calming Room)

2nd Sem visits to the Middle Schools

Parent Notification (phone/email)

Parent Conference

Student Conference

Case Manager Contact (SPED)

Possible whitelist (inappropriate use
of tech).

Bus Suspension

Parallel Learners
Family and Community Resources:

Restorative Justice Practices:
Counseling: Individual and or Family. This includes substance abuse counseling, anger
management, and or healthy relationship counseling. Number of sessions depends on Hx,
intake, presenting problem(s), including personal growth and insight as a result of
counseling. The counselor would make the recommendation for discharge.
Community Service:
Restitution (help clean, repair, and or pay for damages).
Mediation: Victim/Offender mediation. The emphasis is on dialogue and the victim working
towards healing through this dialogue.
Restorative Justice Example
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Tier 1 Interventions and Systems
Classroom
Academics

●
●
●

Schoolwide

Individual incentives and
rewards
Positive Parent Contact
Parent communication system:
Parent Portal, Class Dojo

●
●

Weekly Grade checks
Honor Roll

Attendance

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

●

Individual Student: Weekly,
Monthly and Quarterly
rewards/incentives.

Behavior

●

Relationship Building and
Classroom Culture
Classroom expectations and
routines consistent with
schoolwide plan and language
Token System
Individual Intervention and
Behavior Plans/Contract
3 Tier Classroom Management
System prior to submitting office
referral.

●

Be the Three: Respectful,
Responsible, Reliable
PBIS Team
Schoolwide Expectations and
Language
Behavior Matrix
Behavior Flowchart
Character Awards
Token System
Mediation and Mentor Programs
Parallel Learners (HS)

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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APPENDIX V
GLOSSARY
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Interventions and Supports Glossary
Abeyance - A hold on a suspension that lasts for a designated period of time based on the
ruling at the Disciplinary Hearing. SUSD Abeyance Plan
After School Tutoring - A program ran after school as an intervention for grade recovery,
truancy, or behavior support.
Anger Management - Individual or group intervention that is designed to help the student
process and learn to recognize signs that they’re becoming angry, and taking action to
calm down and deal with the situation in a productive way. Anger management doesn't try
to keep you from feeling anger or encourage you to hold it in.
AWARE Referral - Referring a student/family for extra support from the Aware team:
Referral Form
Behave in - When a student returns from a Behave Out they go through a process of
behaving in. This process includes a conversation with the teacher where the student
recognizes and takes responsibility for the behavior that caused the issue, discusses the
“why” behind the behavior, and a plan to move forward.
Behave out - When a student’s behavior causes them to be removed from a class for a
period of time.
Behavior Contract - A written agreement that outlines expected behaviors/tasks during a
defined amount of time and the reward the student earns if she fulfills her end of the
bargain. These contracts motivate kids to try their best and help teach self-responsibility
and self-monitoring.
Behavior Intervention Plan - A plan that is based on the results of a functional behavioral
assessment (FBA) and, at a minimum, includes a description of the problem behavior,
global and specific hypotheses as to why the problem behavior occurs and intervention
strategies that include positive behavioral supports. Behavior Intervention Plan Example
Bus Suspension - The temporary withdrawal of the privilege of riding the bus for a
specified period of time.
Calming Room - Designated safe area (Office/class) on campus where students will have
an opportunity to self de-escalate using coping skills/strategies.
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Case Manager (SPED) - A special education teacher or another member of the IEP team.
(This person may be a special education teacher who works directly with the student, but
doesn't have to be.) The case manager is responsible for making sure the student's special
education services and supports are in place. The essential role of the case manager is to
make sure that everything in your child’s plan is carried out properly; this includes making
sure that paperwork, evaluations and services are current and therefore meeting the goals
of the overall IEP and staying in compliance.
Child Family Team Meeting (CFT) - A child and family team meeting is a gathering of
guardians, involved outside agencies, school personnel, and other invested stakeholders
that join together to discuss a specific student's needs, supports and case. The goal is to
create open lines of communication and provide a plan for the child to support them
emotionally, physically, and academically.
Check in/Check out - A means of checking on a student's academic situation as well as
checking on students to see how they are doing in general with school and at home. An
opportunity to get to know the student better and build, maintain or strengthen
rapport.Elementary Example Middle/High School Example
Community Resources and Services - Assets in a community that help meet certain
needs for those around them. These assets can be people, places or structures, and
community services.
Community Service - Unpaid voluntary work for the betterment of the school community.
Counseling- - Individual/Group - a structured environment in which a student will engage
individually or in a group setting with the site school counselor and/or outside counselor.
Primarily students will engage in topics ranging from providing academic goal-setting,
college access/affordability/admission, and/or social-emotional competency support.
Escort - a designated adult that accompanies a student/s in the form of protection and/or
supervision.
Expulsion - The permanent withdrawal of the privilege of attending a school for a specified
period of time, usually the remainder of the calendar school year but, in some cases, a
more extensive time is applied.
Flowchart - Outlines which behaviors are classroom-managed vs. office-managed for a
consistent approach to classroom-managed behaviors and develop a continuum of
procedures for responding to behaviors. Elementary Flowchart Example (Word Doc;
download to make your own version) Middle School Flowchart Example
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Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) - A deliberate approach to identifying what is
behind a student’s specific behavior and application of certain methods to address those
behaviors.
Grade Checks - Similar to what athletes will use. Students can pick up a grade check to
be filled out by each teacher. The form will be taken home and signed by the
parent/guardian and returned to the person that assigned it. (Usually the AI/ABSS or
Administrator). Grade checks provide regular communication to the parent/guardian on
academic progress.
Goal Setting - the development of an action plan designed in order to motivate and guide
a student toward a goal.
Healthy Relationships - the connection between students and other students and/or
students and adults that promotes a sense of confidence, trust, and respect while both
parties feel valued and understood.
Home Visit - is needed for when school personnel needs to communicate to the family
regarding school business and are unable to contact by phone, text or email. Or to drop off
school related property like homework packets or laptops.
IFS (Intervention for Support) Academic Support - academic interventions that serve as
additional instruction that either supplement or support the general curriculum and may
include supports outside of the regular classroom as seen necessary to improve academic
performance.
Incentives - a thing that motivates or encourages the student to work towards particular
academic or behavioral goals.
In School Suspension: ISS - Alternative classroom setting for in school learning.
LPKNC - Targeted Groups (addiction, anger, goal setting) - an outside non-profit
organization known as Liberty Partnership Kino Neighborhood Council that comes to sites
to support students in small-group settings that focus on maintaining a vital drug-free
community.
Lunch Tutoring - Student(s) are assigned one or multiple days of lunch tutoring with a
specific teacher due to an academic deficiency. Prior approval from the teacher is required.
Manifestation Determination- A conducted review in which the purpose is to determine
whether or not the student’s behavior that led to a disciplinary infraction is linked to his or
her disability. A manifestation determination must occur within 10 days of any decision to
change the student’s placement because of a violation of a code of student conduct.
Mediation - an intervention in a dispute between students in order to resolve it with
support of school personnel primarily through discussion.
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Mentor Programs - A mentor or partnership program that connects individuals who have
specific skills and knowledge with students who need or want the same skills and
advantages to be able to progress academically, behaviorally and/or socio-emotionally.
Mindfulness - Meditation, yoga, breathing exercises and practices that support overall
physical and mental health
Out of School Suspension: OSS - The temporary withdrawal of the privilege of attending
a school for a specified period of time. OSS must be coupled with a site-based intervention
program.
Parallel Learners - The mission of the Parallel Learning Program is to create an inclusive
school culture by empowering ALL students to contribute to our community. Parallel
Learning provides opportunities for general education students to explore career pathways
in the fields of education and/or therapy. Parallel Learning also works to provide
individualized inclusion opportunities on a student-by-student basis, to students in self
contained classrooms (Sunnyside Based Program- Contact Kate Street or Barbara
MacDonald).
Parent Conference - A scheduled meeting with student parents and school personnel to
address student academics, behaviors and/or other pertinent information. The main
purpose of the conference is to provide next steps in a positive progression of the student.
Parent Contact - An attempt to make contact with students parents and or guardians in an
attempt to relay academic, social and or pertinent information as it pertains to the student.
This contact can be either in person, through email, text, bright arrow, and or a phone call.
Parent Portal - an online platform that provides parents/guardians with information specific
to their child’s grades, demographics, and attendance. PowerSchool for Parents
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) - an evidence-based three-tiered
framework to improve and integrate all of the data, systems, and practices affecting
student outcomes every day. This approach is proactive as it focuses on improving school
safety and the promotion of positive behavior amongst students.
Reflection Time (RT) - an allocated and supervised time for a student to complete a
reflection form that focuses on their behavior and/or academic performance.
Restorative Practice - a strategy that seeks to repair relationships that have been
damaged. The practice focuses on conversations that bring a sense of restorative action
on part of the offender and forgiveness on part of the victim. Examples of Restorative
Practices
Saturday School - the opportunity for students to attend school on Saturday to make
improvements academically and receive additional support with classwork/homework.
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Student Conference - a conference between a student and school personnel that will
focus on improvements, intervention plan implementation, and/or goal setting specific to
behavior, academics and/or socio-emotional development. Conference frequency is
dependent on what is needed on a case-by-case basis.
Student Reflection - a structured opportunity for students to reflect on their behavior
and/or academic performance. Primarily done in a written format but can be done orally as
needed. Student Reflection Form
Teacher Assistance Team Referral - TAT - A documented referral to a site team of
teachers and other site personnel that come together to apply problem-solving skills to
solve mild academic and behavioral problems in the regular classroom for identified
students. Intervention planning, intervention implementation and progress monitoring are
components of the Teacher Assistance Team.
Token System - a system that utilizes some form of token to encourage the increase of a
desired behavior and the decrease of an undesired behavior by providing immediate
objects or privileges. It is a behavioral intervention that focuses on positive reinforcement.
Town Hall - an informal setting where community members, students, teachers, and other
school personnel are given the opportunity to voice their concerns and/or opinions on
issues affecting and/or impacting the school community.
Tutoring - a structured time where students can gain additional academic assistance for
specific areas of content and/or support for classwork/homework.
Welfare Check - going to a students' homes to check on the health, welfare, and morals of
that student. Or requesting a visit involving an outside agency TPD, PCSD or DCS to do
the visit for the school
Whitelist (tech restrictions) - a restriction on district-issued devices that blocks websites
so that students only have access to educational and/or approved sites while on the district
network.
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